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I__ PRIMARY AND HXPORT INDUSTRIES. 
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SEASON. Successive rain periods during February, 1946 yielded useful to 
Bountiful rains in almost all parts of the State. These, following upon 

good rains late in January, have completely restored the cutioock in the 
Riverina and much of the Western Division, relieved the dry spell on tho 
South Coast and maintained favourable conditions in almost all other scctions. 
The Hunter Valley, the metropolitan region and an area on the Upper Darling, 
however, stand in need of more rain. 


WOOL. An advisory committee of wool selling brokers has been appointed by 

the Australian Wool Commission. Australian interests doubt if the J.0. 

auction selling scheme can commence successfully next seasons; shipping is 

the problem, for unless transport is assured oversea buyers are unlikely to 
ccoopete in strength. 


At October 31st, 1945 the British Wool Control held 600 million 1b. 
grcasy woight of wool, (about 60% of an Australian clip) and a substantial 
quantity of wool was in English traders" hands. 


| The quantities of wool received (768,654 bales) and appraised 
(617,497 bales) in Sydney this season to February 20th were 110,979 and 
19,778 bales, respectively less than in the corresponding period of 1944-45, 


WHEAT. With the greater part of the harvest already delivered, and to avert 
possible damage from damp grain, the Wheat Board closed all silos on February 
20th. The Minister for Commerce and Agriculture stated that the Australian 
1945-46 harvest was estimated at 144.5 million bushels; about 123.8 million 
bushels would be delivered; some 20.6 million bushels would be rotained on 
farms and about 64 million bushels would be available for export. (New South 
Wales harvest 62.5 million bushels, deliverics, 55 million bushels). 


The following figures are not official (except as regards exportable, 
surpluses) but appear good enough to give a rough quantitative ide: of the 
gravity of the world wheat situation. A factor in relief is capacity to move 
available supplies; European net imports averaged less than 400 million 
bushels in 1934-38. 


SEASON 1945-46. m. bus. Me bus. 
Exportable Supplies. U.S.A., Canada, Argentina 


and Australia 850-900 
Requirements Europe - 600 
(approximat- South America 60 
ions- India 60 
derived from East-Replacement of rice - say 150 
various Other Non-European 150 1020 
sources) ; 
Deficiency - 120-170 


Existing supplies must be drawn upon until Northern Hemisphere crops 
now in and being planted are harvested from July next onward; the outcome 
of these crops is vitally important. In Canada and U.S.A. the area planned 
is 90 million acres - largest of recent years and a trifle larger than in 1939.6 
The Australian target of 15.5 million acres for grain comparcs with sowings 
of 8.4 million acres in 1944-45, 11.5 million acres in 1945-46 and an average 
of 13 million acres in the five years ended 1939-39. Except in marginal 
wheat areas farmers may sow without restriction; new growers may have holdings 
registered as "temporary wheat farms." Efforts are being made to errangoe 
importation of 10,000 tractors to facilitate the effort to increase wheat 
production. 


DAIRYING INDUSTRY. Coast pastures have been refreshed by recent rains and 
prospects for autumn production are bright in major dairying districts. 
Maintenance of the metropolitan whole nilk supply is dependent upon further 
rainfall, but currently full supplies are available to all users. More buttor 
is being made than at this stage of last season. 
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aim to increase exports of meat by 100,000 tons, of dried fruits by 22,000 tons 
and of canned fruits by 500,000 cases. Last year's exports were 200,000 tons, 
23,000 tons and 500,000 cases, respectively. 


GENERAL, To contribute to relief of the world food shortage it ie Australia's 


Rice. The United Kingdom Government has accepted Australia's offer 
of 20,000 tons of dressed rice from the 1946-47 crop. This defers the 
restoration of rico to Australian consumers for another year. 

Dried Fruits. By agreement the United Kingdom Government is to take 
the Australian surplus of driod vine fruits in the 1946, 1947 and 1948 Cropse | 
Prices per ton, f.o.b., in English currency are Currants, 1 crown and upwards, 
£40; Suitanas, 1 crown and upward, £52; lexias (4 and 5 crown only) 251. 


Mutton prices were increased by gd. lb. (hogget to 64d, wathor to 55d 


and ewe to 5d. 1d.) as from February 25th. Retail prices were raised 
correspondingly. 


Fish. Sales on the Sydney Fish Markot were £134,784 in the last 
@ months of 1945, reached £70,953 in January and exceeded the latter sum in 
February, 1946. The co-operative fish marketing scheme is developing steadily. 


Soldier Settlement. Twenty grazing blocks in the west made available 
late in February, 1946 initiate the disposal of land to returned servicemen. 


About 7,000 New South Wales discharged servicemen hold certificatos of eligibility 
for settlement on the land. 


irrigation. Bills to facilitate construction of irrigation works 


for individual privatc holdings have been introduced in the Legislative 
Assembly. 
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PART II FINANCE AND TRADE. 


GENERA La War Gratuitics of servicemen-are to become payablc on and aftor 
‘Ttierch 5, 1951. 


} immigration. It has boen announced that fustralia will aim at an 
annual inteke of 70,000 adults and 17,000 childron by oversca migration. 


Oversca Trede. Control over the export of a further list of items 
(exceeding 50) has been lifted. Included in the list are certain manufactured 
foodstuffs, zinc, certain concentrates and ores and poultry. . 


The Disposals Commission is selling surplus war goods at the rate of 
about £1im. a wock. 


Army control has reverted from the C.- in G. to a Military Board which 
first mot on February 28, 1946. 


Sittings of the Royal Cotmission on local government nv7o75 in the County 
of Cumberland havo concluded. 


Shero. subscriptions (750,000) to Bitumen Oil Refinerics (Aust.) Ltd. 
remained open only two instoed of four days and closed heavily oversubscribode 


Pharmacoutical Benefits Sshome. It is reported that introduction of 
this schomo is in abeyance indofinitecly. 


NeSeWs STATE ACCOUNTS. Accounts for tho sevon months ended January show a 
slight bettormont (230,000) in 1945-46 in comparison with 1944-45. In 1944-45, 
howovor there wero special receipts and payments in connection with Treasury 
bills and oxclusive of these revenus and receipts were £0.74m. and £1.3m. greater 
in 1945-46, giving a net recession with this adjustment of £0.56m. State 
taxution yiolded £0.42m. more, business undertakings had a net regression of 
£0636m», with results of the railways £0.37m. and of trams and buses £0.06 less 
favourablc, and thosc for Road Transport and Traffic Fund and of Sydney Harbour 
bottor by £0.05m. and £0.02m., respectively. Higher sinking fund payments ace 
counted for the incrcaso of £0.12m. in net debt chargoss 


Revenue and expenditure in Jenvary, 1946 cech declined (by £0.02m. and 
£0.13m., respectively) in comparison with January, 1945 » 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS. 


od 


REVENUE million 


FXPENDITURE &million 


Busi- af 


nes 


Govern 
mental 


1944045 | 17-84 42608 
| -46 12.80 | 17092 1 39094 


ya) Includos ro-imbursemont of taxes and payments towards interest. 

~g~ Includes (Under Revonuc) £3625 from business undortekings for, and (under ex- 
ponditure) £3.84 oxponded in rodenption of Treasury bills. 

x Includes Railways, Trams and Buses, Road Transport and Traffic Fund and Sydney 
Harbour. 


The State works programme fox 1945-46 at £15¢35m.e is £7.64m. greater 
than that of 1944-45. It includes(intor ‘alia) £5.21m. for housing (to be 
advenced by tho Commonwelath), £3.8m. for land sottlement (mainly of returned 
servicemen), £2036me for Railway rolling stock and works and £0-93m. for works 
for the Education Departmont . 
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RETAIL TRADE. With one fewer trading day the value of salos in a group of 
largo Sydney stores in December, 1945 was, 179% greater than in Doce, 1944. 
Incroases comparod with the corresponditig month of 1944 woro 3709% for Octobor 
and 40.6% for Novembore It is probable that non-replenishmcnt of stocks in 
Doce, 1945 owing to tho power ban and industrial stoppages rosulted in tho loss 
of considercblo Christmas trade. Salcs in December incroascd in twenty of tho 
twenty-throo classes o¥ sub-classes comparing 1945 with 1944 but end-of-ycar 
stocks wore lower in thirtcone In fect, in the oggrogate, stocks were about 
~, back to the low level of Dece, 1943, although, up to November, they continued 


ot hee incroases compared with a year carlier despite the large inercases in 
BaLCB.e - 


~ 


RETAIL TRADE - EXPERIENCE OF LARGE SYDNEY STORES. 


Porcontago increase (+) or docreeso (-) from corresponding period previous CEY» 


VALUE OF SALES. [VALUE OF STOCK. 


Your | August | Sopt. [October | Nov. Dawa 


1942 +) 5o7 | ane -)1663 
1943 | (-)2007 -) 909 | (=) 407 
1944 (+)1108 (+) 506 (+)1026 
194 +)1666 +)379 +)40.6 


Sales of woaring apparel (other than dress picce goods) again showed 
largo increases in Decombor compared with a year earlier. As a class women's 
woar showod a emall decreaso (662%) in stocks (principally in millinery, hosiory 
and fancy drapery). With sales up 23.3% and stocks 18.5% lowor in value, the 
pressure on supplios of mon's wear is apparent, but as rogards civilian foot- 
woor tho position has improved with stocks and sales 15.7% and 1604%, 
respcectivoly, groators ie ; 


Reflecting tho reviving building industry salos in the furniture and. 
hardware group woro 30.9% and 41.6% grocter with stocks berely maintained at 
tho Dece,y 1944 level, An increase in snalos of electrical goods of 9303% was 
noteworthys Other large increases included sports and travol goods (77.05%) 


general hardwaro 41.7% and books, stationery, ctce, 2506: 


RETAIL TRADE = SALES BY LARGE SYDNEY STORES. | 


Porcentage movoment from samo month in preceding yoare . ; 
Furniture 


Month of a Wearing Apparel Househol 
Docombor | ross Fieco 
Goods 


picce 
Goods 


1942 -) 1820 -) 406 

1943 +) 1907 (-) 196 
1944 -) 4.0 -(+) 9ot 
1945 +) 164° (+) 3505 
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PART IIZ INDUSTRY, TRANSPORT, ETC. 


i GENERAL. Manpower. All control under National Security Regulations over the 
employment of males was to cease as from February 28th, 1946. It is proposed 
to rovoke the controls over females, probably as from March 315t, 1945. 


£0-Hour Week. It has been indicated that the Commonwealth 
Governmont will not implement a 40-Heur Week by legislation, but will leave 
the question ‘for docision by the Arbitration Court. ; 


SS I ET EE OI 


) to _tho Yar Bast has been approved. The Commonwoalth Government isto punchade 
\ British Qversoas Airways Corporation's 50 per cent. holding of shares in 
Quantage 


EMPLOYMENT, N.SsW. Effects of industrial stoppages and power rationing are 
Legisterod in the decrease in employment in December, 1945 of 12,800, including 
that of 8,600 males. The number in Government employment was 2,100 greater 
(with 800 fewer females:and'2,900 more mates) so that private employment 
contracted to the extent of 11,500 men and 3,400 women or by 14,900 in all» 
Because 6f the circumstances. private employment figures for December are 
unsuitable for comparative purposes, but as regards Government omployment it 
may be noted that there was a decrease of 4,200 in the last four months of 
1945, with-approximately 8,000and 2,500 fewer employed by the Commonwealth and 
Allied Governments, partly offset by gains in State and Local Government 
employment reflecting reinstatement of discharged service personnel, 


ESTIMATED SALARY AND WAGE EARNERS EMPLOYED IN N.S.W. 

{Excludes Rural Workers and Household Domestics but includes Civil 

| __._ Construction Corps.) : 

t MALES MALES _ TOTAL 

End of {Govt. | Private | Total | Govt.} Private Total! Govt. | Private | 
Month a . 
7000 "000 F000 


a pees a2 
‘oc00 | *000 = 6} )=6©'000 | '000 *000 


939-July | 136.5 | 393-4 | 529.9 | 19.4 | 148.6 {| 168.0 | 155.9 | 542.0 
944-Doc.| 146.4 | 410.1 } 556.5 | 33.4 | 203.9 | 22763 | 169-8 | 614.0 
943-July} 156.6 | 365.4 | 522.0 } 45.8 20441 249.9 | 202.4 } 569.5 
944-Oct.} 152.5} 370.7 | 523-2 | 44.7 | 207.8 | 252.5 | 1972 | 578.5 
Nov. | 153.4 | 37205 | 525.9 | 44.5 | 209.3 | 253.8 | 197-9 | 581.8 
Dec. | 152.3 | 374.2 | 526.5 | 44.2 | 210. 254.5 | 19605 | 584.5 


3 ‘ 
945-Oct. | 154.2 | 37161 525.63 20704 | 246.5 $ 19303 | 578.5 
ose Now. | 154.2 | 37363 | 527.5 210.2 | 248.2 {192.2 | 583.5 
Deo. | 15761 361.8 18.9 Fi 206.8 | 244.0 1194.3} 568.6 


(a) Commonwoalth, State, Local and Allicd. 


3901 
38.0 


, 
¢ 
) 
) 


2,300 females in rotail trade and the return of men (+ 4,600) and retirement 
of women (- 400) in the transport and communications group was again in 
evidence. 
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A SORES STEED Te fen 
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Profession- 
al & Per- 
sonal Goer- 
yices (a)__ 
Me | Fe 
000 000 


Factory 


000° 
vailable. 


939-July 


RR = 
EE ane a ee 


941-Doc. 81.8 44.3 52.3 +} 58.2 
943-July 38.5 43.3 | 6243 
944-Oot. Eve 46.0 | 67.4 
) Nov. 38.7 46.2 | 67.8 
\ Dec. 49,4 46.4 67.4 
(45-Oct. A0.4 49.4 | 69.9 

Nove 7141.5 50.1 | 70.0 

Dec. $188.11 78. 2.41. 0.9 81 43,.8 50.5.5 68.4. 


(a) Including education, health, hotels, restaurants, and professional and 
personal services (except private domostics). 


BUILDING INDUSTRY. Building activities are recovering slowly from the set-back 
caused by industrial disputes and power rationing in December, 1945. Shortages 
of materials remain a major difficulty. A bill for re-acquisition by the 

State Government of brickworks at Homebush Bay is before Parliament. 


Private permits issued in Sydney and Suburbs in January, 1946 wore 
of a total valuo of £838,000, including £597,000 for new housing and £147,000 
for factories (new and additions). Building on Governmont account in tho 
metropolis totalled £309,000, including £239,000 for new dwellings. ‘Tho 
aggrogato of £1,147,000 for the metropolis was fully comparable with the pre-war 
total, contrasting with the monthly average of only £280,000 during 1944, ; 
Lifting of control over house building up to a value of £1,200 in October, 1945 
(to an area of 1,200 to 1,250 sq. ft. since February, 1946) gave a strong fillip 
to permit applications. In successive months sinco Juiy, 1945 the value: of 
metropolitan private permits has beon (in & Thousand) 356, 528, 767, 1,134, 758, 
552 and 838, and for Governmont buildings 286, 680, 570, 621, 375, 525 and 309. 
(For housing, particulars for Government includes only housos actually*commenced).s 


Government buildings in the remainder of the State were £213,000, 
including £62,000 for new houses. 


____-VALUE_OF PUBLIC BUILDING (N.S.W.) AND PRIVATE BUILDING (SYDNEY 


METROPOLIS. _— ~___GOVERNVENT. ~~ Total 
Poriod. Private.| Government. | Total. ch Total Cole 1&5 
N. Be lie 


| yt tay 6) 


Monthly Average Vaizo in 2000 


o 


Year 1940 977 714 1,051 223 
1944 134 146 280 91 237 371 
1945 439 302 741 132 434 873 
1945-Jan.-June 209 238 447 119 357 566 
Sept. Qr. 550 «587 15137 256 643 1,393 
Dec. Qr. 790 363 1,153 144 507 1,297 
945-January 145 269 444 147 416 561 
November 7158 547 1,305 192 139 1,497 
December 552 353 905 172 525 1,077 
2Agatanuar 838 309 ta,4a7_ | 213 22 dt 360 


HOUSING: Work has begun on a programme of 1,352 emergency type pre-fabricated 
houses a year at Villowood. A housing project to cost £135,000 is being 
undertaken by the City Council at Camperdown. 


In tho metropolis in January, 1946 there were 720 houses proposed, 
4dncluding 226 commenced on Government account and 490 for which permits wero 
granted by councils. The number falls below the average of the precoding 
quarter (for reasons stated above) but exceeds tho total for tho year 1944 and 
surpasses the pro-war level for individual houses (flats excluded). There are 
prospects of progressive increase as rosourcos of materials and labour increase, 


Te 


as thoy were doing prior to the set-back at the close of lest year. - Private 
permits for houses and Government houses commenced in successive months from 


July last numbered 297, 610, 805, 1,144, 742, 645 and 720. Other comparative 
particulars are:- . / 


___NEW HOUSES - GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS 


1940. 1944. 1945. Jane= Sept. 
| June.s |Ore 


Total Number. Av. Number per 
et Month. 
Private - 5,106 351 | 3,8604 134 439 
Government + 8 228 11.550! _ 59 132 
|__Total + 5144. 9 410} 193 1 5711 


\ 


+ Includes converted Army Huts totalling 77 dwellings in 1945, 50 in duly-Doce, 
1945, and 19 in JANey 1946. 
Tho numbor of houscs commenced on Government account outside tho 
Motropolitan area in January, 1946 was 52. Numbers in successive months July 
to December 1945 were 12, 41, 45, 78, 75 and 97. 


GOVERNMENT TRAMS AND 'BUSES. During December, 1945 the tramways were 
materially affected by power rationing; in several weeks no trams ran during 
Saturday aftcrnoons and Sundays. Skoleton omnibus services were provided, 
but thero was a decline in the number of passcngers carried, and on the month 
a net loss on operations (before moeting interest, etc. charges) of £16,000. 


Over the six months ended Decomber, 1945 compared with 1944, gross 
earnings declined by £16,000 while working expenses (exclusive of interest, ote.) 
increased by £169,000, leaving net earnings (£96,000) little moro than one-third 
of those of July-Dec., 1944 (£281,000). It may be noted that whereas passenger 
journeys wero 11.1% greater, gross earnings wore only 4.5% greater than in 
July-Dec., 1942, but working expenses had increased by 15.2%, with the result 
that tho amount available toward interest, etc. charges was £245,000 less 

than in that year. The Government is secking, but has not yet announced, 

means to enable this undertaking to operate without loss. 


N.S.W. GOVERNMENT TRAM AND "BUSES - SYDNEY AND NEWCASTLE bs 


Month of December 


Six months ended December's 
Passenger | Gross Working 
Journoys | Rarnings 


Working 


Millions |, £000 
185.61 2,189 
244.3 eu ty 
255.3 2,827 
273.6 2,901 

271.4 "2,885 


(a) Excluding depreciation. (b) Gross earnings less working exponses, 
available to moet interest, depreciation, otc. on loan debt. 


~~ ya | 


